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The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, etc. in this publication does not imply, even in the absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt from the relevant protective laws and regulations and therefore free for general use. The Action, known informally as "Towntology", brings together a large and heterogeneous grouping from across Europe, whose interests range from construction to urban tourism and from transport infrastructure to resource visualisation. On 6-7 November 2006, in Geneva, the Action convened a successful workshop to address emerging issues in the field. This volume presents the contributions to that workshop, in many cases revised afterwards to capture some of the outcomes of discussion. Many of these contributions are from members of the Towntology group, but there are also contributions from other European researchers, and from researchers in the US. The volume represents a valuable overview of major current issues in the field of urban ontologies and encapsulates many useful and different approaches. We hope that it will serve not only as a worthy outcome of Action C21, but also as a valuable resource for a wide range of researchers.
Table of Contents Introduction
Ontologies for an Improved Communication in Urban Development Projects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Nantes)

Keynote Reflections
COST Action C20 Urban Knowledge Arena: Cross-boundary Knowledge and Know-how on Complex Urban Problems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Henrik Nolmark (Urban Laboratory Göteborg) Pre-consensus Ontologies and Urban Databases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robert Laurini (LIRIS -INSA de Lyon) How Formal Ontology can help Civil Engineers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stefano Borgo (Laboratory for Applied Ontology, ISTC-CNR, Trento) 
Urban Planning Ontologies
Ontology for Land Development Decisions and Plans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nikhil Kaza, Lewis D. Hopkins 
